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Sermon: .... “Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience” (Kolb, 1984, p. 38).

Some of you may be aware that my eldest son passed his driving test last year and recently got a little car. It is often said that it is only after you’ve passed your test you really learn to drive. And indeed there is some merit in that. There’s an educational theory, by David Kolb that says, “Learning is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of experience” (Kolb, 1984, p. 38). I love that, ‘the transformation of experience’ – hold that thought. 

Though I must confess that, if I reflect on my driving now, some 28years after I passed my test, I rather suspect that I’ve also picked up a few bad habits. My son on the other hand, as part of his insurance conditions, has a little black box. Which, every time he makes a journey, he gets feedback: on how well he did, it picks him up if he’s been speeding or has slammed on the breaks a bit too hard, and it gives him a score. From my perspective it’s quite reassuring, it helps to keep him on track as he continues to learn in the real world. Hopefully avoiding some of the bad habits I’ve picked up over the years. 

Our readings today also reveal how Jesus too understood the necessity of lived experience. There’s a great quote from the book To Kill a Mockingbird that I think sums it up, ‘You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view . . . until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.’ (Atticus Finch) 

But the lived experience of Jesus was important not just for his own understanding and learning as a boy, but for the salvation of the world. Necessary that humanity might be restored, reunited with God for all eternity. 

Hebrews says that ‘Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity’. And Jesus lived a human life in every way. Earlier in the gospel according to Luke, we hear how he was born into the mess of the world, in a very real way, and laid in an animal’s feeding trough. 

Mary and Joseph brought him up as any other child. In accordance with Jewish law, he was circumcised at 8days old and presented at the temple at 40days old. Because even Jesus went to the temple for the first time! And he would go back to the temple at least annually for the festivals and, most notably, went in the last week of his life. The reading from Luke adding that Jesus would go on to grow and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

It’s funny to think of the Jesus, we call Lord and saviour, as doing all of that. As relinquishing his divinity to become a vulnerable and messy human, unable even to digest solid food. 

But why? Why not descend from the clouds and speak words of wisdom to the world, why not take armies of angels and storm the gates of hell. Well, scripture tells us that he did so because it was the only way – he came, not simply to have sympathy with humanity, to charge in on a white horse, but to be humanity. To truly know what it’s like to be tempted by sin, to be separated from God the Father, to have to work to be pure and good, to have to work to hear the voice of God(?). And to transform his real lived experience of humanity into the reconciliation of creation. 

For it is by being human that Jesus can prepare humanity, to represent humanity as high priest (the only one in Jewish law who could enter the holy of holies and atone for the sin of the people, purifying them to stand before God). So that all of humanity might be reunited with God in eternity. 

Scripture speaks of how God longs to be reunited with humanity, and in Malachi we hear of how humanity longs to be reconciled, comforted, united with God (v.1). Indeed it something we likewise hear of in Luke, from Simeon and Anna. And when Jesus arrived, they are in God’s presence. 

But we hear Malachi reflecting, in verse 2, ‘Who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?’. Like most Old Testament prophets, Malachi, in his picture of the coming Christ, mingles the two advents, the two comings of Christ. And we find the birth and earthly ministry of Christ in view in v.1, but we already have the returning Judge in v.2.

But what is clear, is that before Jesus there was a gaping chasm between God and humanity, marred by sin and death.  Humanity too damaged, too broken to be able to withstand the glory of God. And so, just as it was necessary for Jesus to become human, to grow and to learn and to walk in human shoes, to forge the way of reconciliation as a human being. So too it is necessary for humanity to follow Jesus. 

Jesus is the one who shows us the way to be human, he is the light of the world, our little black box, our GPS. Revealing the path back into a relationship with God. And in following him, the body of Christ, the Church, is born. Which, despite what it might look like on the outside, is a fragile collection of vulnerable and messy humans; transformed by (Christ’s) experience and made right with God. 

It is important that we remember the value of lifelong learning, in believing we are made clean, but (just like passing your driving test!) believing is just the beginning. It is in experiential learning we can be truly transformed into Christ’s likeness. To be a people who have a relationship with God, to be a people for whom the gifts of the spirit are evident. To be the people God made us to be. That we might be fit to ‘stand in God’s presence’ (Mal 3.2) at the day of his coming. 
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